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The Canterbury Tales WebQuest (50 points)

Today you are going to conduct research to find information on Geoffrey Chaucer and The Canterbury Tales.  Use the links provided on the webpage to answer the questions listed below.  

· Please PARAPHRASE your answers rather than copying and pasting information.

· You may type your answers directly into this document and print when finished.


1) Pilgrimages

www.dictionary.com  provides definitions of words, but it also explains the etymology (the origin and original meanings) of words.  Sometimes words have such a rich heritage that a whole section is devoted to explaining it. 

Do people still go on pilgrimages today?  You bet! Wikipedia has a collection of religious and secular (non religious) sites, but you can probably ask people about their travels and find even more locations.  

Read "Canterbury: Still the Perfect Pilgrimage!" to see that Canterbury Cathedral is still a popular destination.  There are many different reasons to go on a pilgrimage, especially to the shrine of St. Thomas.  

a) What is a pilgrim?

b) Scroll down to read the word origin and history of pilgrim at Dictionary.com.  What are some of the original meanings of the word? 

c) What is a pilgrimage?  

d) List at least 5 places that people still go on pilgrimage to today. 








e) Are all pilgrimages religious in nature?  Provide an example of a secular (non-religious) pilgrimage.

f) Using what you’ve learned in this section, why do you think Chaucer’s pilgrims go to St. Thomas Becket’s Shrine in Canterbury Cathedral?  Write a atleast 2 paragraphs giving details.
2) Thomas Becket

http://www.timetravel-britain.com/articles/history/becket.shtml
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm
a) Birth and death dates: 

b) How many years did he serve as Archbishop of Canterbury?   

c) Describe Becket’s character/personality before and after he became the Archbishop of Canterbury.


d) King Henry II had a “disagreement” with Becket.  Describe the conflict between the king and Becket.  



e) Becket went into exile at one point in his career as Archbishop.  When he returned to England, King Henry II reportedly said something that prompted four knights to murder Becket.  What was it that he said?  




f) How and when did Becket die?  

g) Read Edward Grim’s eyewitness account of Becket’s death.  Make a list of things that you find shocking about the story Grim tells.  

h) What notable thing happened to Becket three years after his death? 
3) Geoffrey Chaucer

For a detailed biography of Geoffrey Chaucer, read http://www.notablebiographies.com/Ch-Co/Chaucer-Geoffrey.html  or http://www.online-literature.com/chaucer/

A useful timelines of Chaucer's life and career can be found at these two sites:  http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/chaucerbio.html 
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/special/varia/life_of_Ch/chrono.html 

For a brief history of Chaucer, his style, and his most important literary texts, click on this link:  http://www.ehow.com/about_5389504_history-geoffrey-chaucer.html

Chaucer had to be careful about what he said in The Canterbury Tales.  This webpage is written from Chaucer's point of view and may provide some insight into his need to hide his real feelings:  http://courseweb.stthomas.edu/medieval/chaucer/canterburytales.htm

Is The Canterbury Tales an example of satire?  Do people still write satires today?  Read this and find out:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satire

Chaucer's special burial: http://www.icons.org.uk/theicons/collection/westminster-abbey/features/poets-corner and http://www.westminster-abbey.org/visit-us/highlights/poets-corner
a) Birth and death dates

b) Describe the socio-economic status of Chaucer’s family.

c) What happened to Chaucer during the Hundred Year’s War and what role did the king play in this? (Include the name of the king in your answer.)

d) What types of positions/jobs did Chaucer hold during his lifetime?  Did he ever become a knight?

e) What types of literature did Chaucer write?

f) What was his “masterpiece”? 
g) Why did Chaucer have to be careful about how he wrote The Canterbury Tales?

h) What is satire?  Provide two contemporary examples of satire.

i) Where was Chaucer buried?  Provide the names of 5 other people buried or commemorated by a monument in the same place as Chaucer.  Make a list of what these people have in common.

j) Were Geoffrey Chaucer and Thomas a Becket friends?  Explain your answer.

k) Would Chaucer have known about the plague?  Explain your answer.

4) The Canterbury Tales

www.dictionary.com  provides definitions of words, but sometimes literary terms require examples cannot be simply defined.  For general information on genres or types of literature, Wikipedia can be useful.  Specific texts, such as The Canterbury Tales, may require detailed explanations.

The Hengwrt Chaucer are very old and only one is available to view online. The image of Chaucer on horseback (above) was taken from one of them.

The Canterbury pilgrims met outside of London and began their journey to Canterbury together.  Look at this map to track their journey.
a) Define prologue.
b) What is the Ellesmere Chaucer?  

c) Look at the character list (“The Storytellers”) for the Ellesmere manuscript.  How many of the Canterbury pilgrims are women?  What can you infer from this?

d) When were The Canterbury Tales written?  In what language were they written?

e) What is a framing narrative or frame story? 

f) Where did the Canterbury pilgrims meet and begin their journey together? What were some of the towns they travelled through?  

5) Canterbury Cathedral


a) Visit http://www.clicksandclicks.com/cant-cathedral-tour.htm to take a virtual tour of Canterbury Cathedral.  Identify and comment on the following:

i) The architecture of the cathedral

ii) The Martyrdom

iii) The Quire

iv) The Crypt

6. Write a reflection of what you learned from your webquest on The Canterbury Tales. Include at least three facts that you think are most important and explain their relevance.






